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Applies to: 
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Purpose: 

This document intends to help customers and partners better understand custom dimension 
extension of table ACDOCU for consolidation processing and reporting. When designing the SAP 
S/4HANA system and the group reporting area, the focus was placed on the most common 
dimensions that are widely used according to experience. However, customers nowadays may have 
additional reporting requirements. Hence, there’s now a demand for the extensibility of Universal 
Journal Table ACDOCA and Group Reporting Table ACDOCU.  
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1 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The following steps serve as a step-by-step guide for custom field extension. The following 
different use cases are covered: 

 
▪ Scenario 1: Custom Field in ACDOCU and no relation to ACDOCA 
▪ Scenario 2: Custom Field in ACDOCU and in ACDOCA 
▪ Scenario 3: Extend the existing Coding Block from ACDOCA to ACDOCU 

 

The SAP S/4HANA for group reporting 1909 FPS1 release and later releases include the following 
new and improved key features: 
 

▪ The extensibility framework was introduced, allowing you to define your own custom fields 
and use them in the consolidation process. Once the fields are created and activated, they 
behave similarly to standard delivered fields. Therefore, upload, process, and report data on 
additional extended fields are supported.  

 
Prerequisite:  
Log on with user role SAP_BASIS_BCG_EXT, and the business catalog SAP_BASIS_BC_EXT is 
assigned. 

1.1 Scenario 1:  Custom Field in ACDOCU and no relation to ACDOCA 

1.1.1 Create new custom field 

o Start the Custom Fields app from the Fiori launchpad  

 
 

o Create 

o Insert Field Properties (example below for BRAND dimension) 

o Create and Edit 
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1.1.2 Enable for UIs and reports 

In the UIs and Reports tab, you define/enable where the new custom field will be available based 
on the consolidation processing and reporting. 

 

 

Consolidation - Released Reported Data  Enable Usage  

Consolidation - Released Reported Data  Enable Usage  

Consumption view for crcy translation  Enable Usage  

Consumption view for data collection  Enable Usage  

Consumption view for manual journal entry  Enable Usage  

Consumption view for reclassification  Enable Usage  
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Group Data Analysis  Enable Usage  

Group Data Analysis Cube  Enable Usage  

Group Data Analysis – With Reporting Rules  Enable Usage  

Group Journal Entry Item  Enable Usage  

Group Journal Entry Item Enhanced - S&V  Enable Usage  

Group Reporting Unified Selection   Enable Usage  

Group Reporting Validation View  Enable Usage  

Journal Entry Item  Enable Usage  

Local/Group Data Analysis Query  Enable Usage  

Local/Group Data Analysis Query with Reporting Rules  Enable Usage  

Matrix Consolidation Foundation Cube  Enable Usage  

Matrix Consolidation Foundation Cube with Reporting Rule  Enable Usage  

Post Group Journal Entries  Enable Usage  

Post Group Journal Entries Service  Enable Usage  

Rule-Based Group Data Analysis Cube  Enable Usage  

Task log service  Enable Usage  

 
 
 

1.1.3 Enable the OData APIs 

 
 

1.1.4 Enable the SOAP APIs 
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1.1.5 Enable for Business Scenarios 

The Business Scenarios setting determines in which context the customer field will be used. The 
first business case describes the scenario where the custom field is solely used in group reporting 
and not in accounting. Hence, the business scenario Coding Block for accounting shall not be 
enabled.  

 

1.1.6 Save and publish 

Afterwards, save and publish the custom field by selecting Save and then Publish. 

1.1.7 Maintain master data for extension fields 

 
Depending on which type of field has been created, master data will have to be maintained.  
 
For example, if “code list” is defined, then only selected values are allowed to be used, as the 
following screenshot shows: 
 

 
 

For example, if the type “text” is selected, then a “free text” up to the length specified in the 
properties of the custom field can be entered. The same logic applies for type date, email, etc. 
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However, it’s recommended to not use these types because they consume quite a significant 
share of the allowed space for custom fields.  
 

Additional Note: 
There are space limitations for each business context. The limitation depends on the number 
of custom fields and the length of the data type that is used. The Business Context Capacity 
bar shows the remaining space. The limitation for business context is up to 100 fields and up 
to 1000 characters.  
 
It is not 1000 characters per field, but rather you can use a maximum of 1000 characters 
within the maximum 100 fields. In other words, if you create 1 field with 1000 characters, 
then you won’t be able to create more fields due to exceeded capacity.  
 
However, there is no limitation due to type. In some types, such as “checkbox”, you only 
need one character. But for “web address”, you can use 200 characters. Both contribute to 
the maximum number of characters per Business Context. In such a case, 1 checkbox field of 
1 char + 1 web address field of 200 chars = 2 fields and 201 characters are used. In this 
example, you would have 98 fields and 799 characters left.   

 
For the type “Code List”, master data values must be maintained. For large amounts of master 
data, you can use the upload function to upload master data from Excel files.  
 

 
 

Once master data is maintained, the published field then automatically becomes part of the data 
model and is ready to be used during the various consolidation steps.  

1.1.8 Upload RFD (insert this field in upload file) 

 

The newly created field can be used in a flexible upload. To do so, you must add the new field to 
the column structure. It’s important to use the prefix “ZZ1_” before the field name. 
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1.1.9 Manual posting with usage of the custom field 

When posting manual group journal entries, the newly created field must be added to the 
template first.  In the overview screen, select “Create”. When the detail screen opens, click on the 
“Settings” symbol (cog icon). 
 

 
A pop-up window appears where the list of fields can be seen. Here, the newly created custom 
field appears in the list and must be added to the template.  
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Please note: 
You can create a group journal entry by using a new custom field. However, the Display 
Group Journal Entries app doesn’t show this content. Instead, you can use the Group Data 
Analysis app, which is described in next chapter.  

1.1.10 Check the Group Data Analysis app 

Click the tile Group Data Analysis. 

 
 
 

On the left panel with the ranges of additional dimensions, “BRAND” should appear on the left 
panel so that it can be used in reporting. When dragging the field into the column or row 
structure, the values appear because the breakdown takes “BRAND” into account. 
  
Note: For custom fields you cannot create a hierarchy for reporting purpose.  

1.1.11 Availability in GRDC  

1.1.11.1 Manual Data Entry – forms  

The custom field is available for manual data entry in the forms. You must copy pre-delivered forms and 
adjust.   

1.1.11.2 Mapping from external source  

The custom field is available in the template file for the output definition at the end of the table 
with the identifier.   

1.1.11.3 Mapping from ACDOCA  

The custom field is available in the template file for the output definition at the end of the table 
with the identifier.   
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1.2 Scenario 2: Custom Field in ACDOCA and ACDOCU 

In this chapter, you find information on how to create a new field in the universal journal 
(ACDOCA) and make this field available for group reporting (ACDOCU). 

1.2.1 Create new custom field 

Please refer to 1.1.1 Create new custom field 

1.2.2 Enable for UIs and reports 

Please refer to 1.1.2 Enable for UIs and reports  

1.2.3 Enable the OData  APIs 

Please refer to 1.1.3 Enable the OData APIs 

1.2.4 Enable the SOAP APIs 

Please refer to 1.1.4 Enable the SOAP APIs 

1.2.5 Enable for Business Scenarios 

The Business Scenarios setting determines in which context the customer field will be used. This 
second business case describes the scenario where the custom field is used in group reporting and 
in accounting. Therefore, the business scenario Coding Block for accounting must be enabled. 

 
In this step, the ZZ1_BRAND dimension in the ACDOCA table (Universal Journal) will automatically 
be generated. This dimension will be available for financial accounting – general ledger postings. 
There is an automatic mapping between the ZZ1_BRAND of ACDOCA and ZZ1_BRAND of ACDOCU. 
Business context for Accounting: Coding Block is created and needs to be maintained. This is 
described in the subchapters below. 
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1.2.5.1 Enable UIs and reports for Accounting: Coding Block (until 2021 FPS1) 

 

1.2.5.2 Enable UIs and reports for Accounting: Coding Block (as of 2021 FPS1) 

 
 

1.2.6 Save and publish 

Please refer to 1.1.6 Save and publish. 

1.2.7 Maintain master data for extension fields 

Not applicable, master data already exist.  

1.2.8 Upload RFD (insert this field in upload file) 

Please refer to 1.1.8 Upload RFD (insert this field in upload file) 

1.2.9 Manual posting with usage of the custom field 

Please refer to 1.1.9 Manual posting . 

1.2.10 Check the Group Data Analysis app 

Please refer to 1.1.10 Check the Group Data Analysis app  

1.2.11 Availability in GRDC  

1.2.11.1 Manual Data Entry – forms  

Refer to 1.1.11.1 Manual Data Entry – forms 

1.2.11.2 Mapping from external source  

Refer to 1.1.11.2 Mapping from external source 

1.2.11.3 Mapping from ACDOCA  

Refer to 1.1.11.3 Mapping from ACDOCA 
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1.3 Scenario 3: Extend the existing Coding Block from ACDOCA to ACDOCU 

There are cases where ACDOCA was already enhanced prior to the existence of the newly 
launched extensibility framework. Such cases occur if customers have created ACDOCA 
enhancements using traditional Coding Block extensions. The following steps serve as a step-by-
step guide to show you how to link those fields created in ACDOCA with transaction OXK3 to group 
Reporting in ACDOCU.  

1.3.1 Prerequisite 

A custom field in CI_COBL was created in transaction OXK3: 

 

 
This field in ACDOCA contains a check table: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Subsequently, the field was enabled for “Custom Fields and Logic” with business context “Coding 
Block” in transaction SCFD_EUI for database table ACDOCA: 
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1.3.2 Create the same field with a check table in group reporting 

The field shall also be used in group reporting. However, if you just enable the business scenario 
Accounting: Coding Block to Consolidation Journal Entry, then the field will not have a check table 
in the generated append to table ACDOCU. As a result, data validation against the check table 
won’t work, such as in flexible upload. 
To create the same field with a check table in group reporting, the following approach must be 
followed instead: 
 
 
 
 

(1) Create an append structure to CJE_S_INCL_EEW_PS 
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(2) Add the field with the same data element but with a different name (for example, with a 
suffix), and add the same check table to the field: 

 
 

(3) Now use SCFD_EUI for group reporting, database table ACDOCU: 

 
 

(4) Choose “Attach Field to Existing Custom Field” and attach it to the Coding Block custom 
field: 
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(5) The field is now available for group reporting, and it has a check table as in Coding Block. 
 

 
The created field is now connected to Group Reporting with the respective check table.  

1.3.3 Enable for UIs and reports 

o Start the Custom Fields and Logic app from the Fiori front end  
 

 
o Select the field and maintain the ACDOCU usage as needed and as described below. 
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1.3.4 Enable the OData  APIs 

Please refer to 1.1.3 Enable the OData APIs 

1.3.5 Enable the SOAP APIs 

Please refer to 1.1.4 Enable the SOAP APIs 

1.3.6 Enable for business scenarios 

The Business Scenarios setting determines in which context the customer field will be used.  
Enable business scenario “Accounting: Coding Block to Consolidation Journal Entry” for the field. 

 
 
With this step, the ZZ1_BRAND dimension in ACDOCA table (Universal Journal) will automatically 
be generated. This dimension will be available for financial accounting – general ledger postings. 
There’s an automatic mapping between the ZZ1_BRAND of ACDOCA and ZZ1_BRAND of ACDOCU. 
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Pls. refer to 1.2.5 Enable for Business Scenarios 
The settings described there must be made. 

1.3.7  Save and publish 

Please refer to 1.1.6 Save and publish. 

1.3.8 Maintain master data for extension fields 

Not applicable, master data already exist.  

1.3.9 Upload RFD (insert this field in upload file) 

Please refer to 1.1.8 Upload RFD (insert this field in upload file) 

1.3.10 Manual posting with usage of the custom field 

Please refer to 1.1.9 Manual posting with usage of the custom field. 

1.3.11 Check the Group Data Analysis app 

Please refer to 1.1.10 Check the Group Data Analysis app 

1.3.12 Availability in GRDC  

1.3.12.1 Manual Data Entry – forms  
Refer to 1.1.11.1 Manual Data Entry – forms 

1.3.12.2 Mapping from external source  

Refer to 1.1.11.2 Mapping from external source 

1.3.12.3 Mapping from ACDOCA  

Refer to 1.1.11.3 Mapping from ACDOCA 

 
 
 

2 ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

2.1 Limitations 

Please refer the following note for restrictions: 2849287 - Extensibility in Group Reporting 

2.2 Related Information 

Please refer the following note for further information: 2453614 - FAQ: Universal Journal 
Extensibility 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://launchpad.support.sap.com/#/notes/2849287
https://i7p.wdf.sap.corp/sap/support/notes/2453614
https://i7p.wdf.sap.corp/sap/support/notes/2453614
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