Sqlcon32 – Changes For Version 2.0

New Features

· Get Fields of Procedure: Users can now get a listing of field information (name, data type, length) from a stored procedure.  The advantage of this is that it helps in troubleshooting some stored procedure issues (eg. fields not being returned, etc) when no testing method was available before.

· Simple Connect: Connecting With SQLConnect. Users can now connect to an ODBC data source using  the ODBC call, SQLConnect.  Previously, Sqlcon32 only used SQLDriverConnect with a driver prompt.  This is significant because Crystal Reports uses both SQLConnect & SQLDriverConnect to connect to ODBC.  Depending on the ODBC driver used, SQLConnect is attempted first for a connection in Crystal Reports.  If SQLConnect fails in Crystal Reports, SQLDriverConnect (with a driver prompt) is used.

Note: SQLConnect (as used by Crystal Reports) passes connection information "behind the scenes" to ODBC, using a data source for connection information.  SQLDriverConnect always prompts for a login with the ODBC driver's login window.

· Silent Connect: Added a Connection using SQLDriverConnect with a silent connection (no prompt appears).  This gives the best test to see if a DSN allows a connection to a database using only information in the DSN configuration.  Crystal Reports uses SQLDriverConnect(no prompt) more often than SQLConnect as the ODBC call used for an initial connection attempt. 

· A new icon appears for Sqlcon32.

Enhancements

· Get Parameters of Procedure will now list the type of parameter as well as the parameter's data type.  The advantage of this is that the type of parameter (eg. INPUT, OUTPUT) will show if a stored procedure is using output parameters, which Crystal Reports is not designed to handle. 

· Upon disconnection, a "SQLDisconnect Successful" message will be returned.

· Like the Allow Reporting On window in Crystal Reports, the label "(%, _)" has been added to the Get Listing ofTables & Get Listing of Procedures windows to make it more intuitive that wildcards can be used in getting a listing of tables or stored procedures.

· SQL|Execute a Query window will keep entered text the next time you go to SQL|Execute a Query, rather than having to retype the SQL.  A "clear" button is also available for clearing the window.  The same was done for SQL|Get Fields of a Procedure, minus the clear button.

· An option to run only highlighted SQL in SQL|Execute a Query window has been added.

· <NULL> now appears for null values for a field, rather than a blank.

· Some ODBC 3.0 calls now replace old ODBC 2.0 calls (eg. SQLAllocHandle).

Fixes

· No semicolon needed with Lotus Notes (or other ODBC 2.0) DSNs to terminate SQL statements in SQL|Execute a Query.  In fact, SQL is now properly terminated no matter what ODBC driver is used.

· Strange characters (eg. ÿÿÿÿÿÿÿ) no longer appearing for null values in SQL|Execute a Query.  <Null> appears in their place.

· Get Parameters of Procedure now works.  Previously, it always said "No Matching Data Found".

· When clicking Cancel to a driver login window using Server|Driver Connect, Sqlcon32 no longer produces a pointer error nor closes Sqlcon32.

· Get Listing of Procedures no longer repeats the header for each listing.

